
25

                                                                                      UDC  911.3::[321.01+316.485.26(497.15)
DOI 10.7251/HRLD1316025Z

-      
  -  

 1

1 -  ,    ,  

:       ,      
   .   , -      

 ,   ,     -  .   -
 ,   ,   ,      

  .           
-  . 

 : , ,   ,  , -  
.

Original scienti  c paper
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Abstract: Bosnia and Herzegovina geo-space is characterized by typical features that resulted from confrontations 
and clashes among various religions and civilizations. In this regard, the religious-civilization feature holds a special 
relevance in both past and modern political-geographical processes. The religious and cultural-civilization divergence and 
frequent animosity have caused war con  ict in late 2oth century. Therefore, the modern geopolitical features of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina are a result of speci  c religious-civilization interests.
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INTRODUCTION

The complex religious-civilization 
features of the Balkans have, throughout 
history, been a reason for constant conflicts 
and animosity among the ethnic groups. 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is a part of the 
Balkans geo-space having the most complex 
ethno-demographic and religious structure. 
What is typical of this geo-space are the  
clashes of different religious-civilization 
and cultural impacts coming from both 
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east and west. These deeply affected the 
political-geographical processes, geopolitical 
characteristics, and ethnical composition 
of the population. This is a space in which 
different cultures, civilizations, and religions 
have been encountering and pervading for 
centuries along with the good and bad sides. 

Jovan Cviji  was among the pioneers, 
who showed how important the impact of 
cultural-civilization and religious circles on 
the political-geographical processes in BiH 
was because of „a people’s worth, its central 
position in an ethnographic of Serb-Croatian 
people mass and the mixture of Orthodox and 
Catholic population that might be the key to 
the Serbian issue “(Cviji , 1991 , p. 171). 
Therefore, he referred to the geopolitical 
future of the South Slavic community. 

This region is a spot of clash among 
three different cultural-civilization circles: 
Orthodox (East Christian), Catholic (West 
Christian), and Islamic (Eastern Turkish), 
which further specifies the ethno-cultural and 
national features of the area. At the same time, 
it is one of the reasons why  colloquially BiH 
is referred to as a „dark vilayet“, i.e. a space 
of both national and religious intolerance, 
seeming religious and national harmony, and 
always unpredictable (Terzi , 1995 ). 

We shall elaborate on the two key terms 
that the paper is dealing with: civilization and 
religion. 

The terms civilization originates from 
Latin word civilis, referring to citizens as 
the inhabitants of a city. In most general, it 
refers to something completely opposite from 
barbaric. The Prosveta Encyclopedia it is said 
that „civilization is the third and highest level 
of human development“, i.e. it is a „regulated, 
organized, and civilized form of both social and 
state life“ (Prosveta, 1968, p. 887). The Great 
dictionary of foreign words and expressions 
defines civilization as a „degree of material, 
cultural, and political development of a society 
throughout certain periods“ (Klajn, Šipka, 
2006, . 1438). Professor Jelena Guskova 
said that „sometimes the idea of civilization 
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is connected with the level of development 
of certain religions – for instance, European 
civilization“ (Guskova, 1998, . 573). 
According to Samuel Huntington, civilization 
is „a most massive cultural grouping of 
people and widest range of a cultural identity 
that differs humans from other species. It is 
determined by joint objective elements such 
as the language, history, religion, customs, 
and institutions, but also by the subjective 
identification of people“ (Huntington, 1998, 

. 46).
Professor Mirko Gr i  said that civilization 

is complex notion saying that „it is the complex 
social-geographic systems that bring together 
and combine all spheres of reality, such as 
geographic conditions and resources, social 
hierarchy, collective mentality, economic 
needs, and demographic migrations “ (Gr i , 
2009, . 8).

When iot comes to the terms of religion, 
professor Gr i  said that „in most brief it 
is belief in supernatural“ (Gr i , 2011, . 
13). Its role in ethnic and civilization self-
determination is inevitable. Functions of 
religion are multiple: formation of life 
perception, compensational function, 
communicative, regulative, integrative, and 
cultural. Religions can be sub-national and  
trans-boundary, and some, such as was the 
case in BiH, are not national but may affect 
and did affect the ethno-genesis and ethnical 
conflicts. The Germans are a completely 
opposite instance because their religion does 
not jeopardize the unity and integrity of the 
state (Gr i , 2000).

HISTORIC-GEOGRAPHIC FEATURES OF 
CIVILIZATIONS AND RELIGIONS 
IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Religious affiliation determines the 
character, history, and political-geographic 
destiny of a people. This is strongly manifested 
with the peoples of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
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One of the reasons why religious-
civilization affiliation in BiH has been 
speculated is that the state lies on the centuries 
old civilization borderline between the East and 
West (since 395) and on the crossroad between 
the Orthodox and Catholic Christianity (since 
1054) and has been confronting Islam since 
late 15th century. Due to this, there have been 
questions whether BiH belongs to the East or 
West. 

The presence of the three great religions 
has largely affected the political affiliations of 
the population, and confessional affiliations 
whatsoever. Throughout history, even more 
confusion had been caused because of the so-
called „Bosnian church“ and there are opposed 
beliefs even nowadays. 

Surely, historic sources tell us that 
Christianity has had a long tradition in BiH. 
The episcope seat was present even in the late 
antique period and had the continuity up until 
the Slavic invasion. Furthermore, Roman 
church had the jurisdiction over the Bosnian 
area, known back then as regnum Servillie, 
the part of which it was. 

Based on the historic sources, Bosnia had 
had numerous Orthodox Christians, who have, 
ever since 13th century, been under a strong 
impact of the Serbian Orthodox church and St 
Sava order (Petrovi , 1995). 

At the time, there was no predominant 
confessional structure in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. This is further supported by 
the fact that Bosnian rulers often switched 
churches, usually due to political reasons 
(Catholicism to Orthodoxy and vice versa). 

The orthodox Byzantium left deep traces 
in Bosnia but the fact is that upon the poorer 
influence of Byzantium, Roman Church came 
into force. The clash of the two churches 
over Bosnia and Herzegovina largely affected 
different ideas on medieval Bosnia and its 
population as members of „Bosnian church“. 
Naturally, we cannot negate presence of any 
of the three religions in the geo-space of 
medieval Bosnia, including the „Bosnian 
church“ whose work had poor spiritual 
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background but rather political and state 
affair-wise. If „Bosnian church“ indeed had 
been a religious organization, it would have 
survived the Islamic invasion as did both 
Orthodoxy and Catholicism. 

As the Turkish army governed by sultan 
Mehmed 2nd concurred Bosnia in 1463, the 
region was hit by impact of Islamic culture 
and tradition. The new historical, political, and 
ethnical processes forever altered the ethnical 
structure. The spread of Islamic tradition and 
culture impact was furious due to islamization 
of Slavic population.   That process reached its 
peak in 16th century and mostly encompassed 
higher social ranks  who accepted the Islam 
because of tax and other benefits, or to save 
their lives. .

One of the strongest reasons of accepting 
Islam was the so-called „bloody tribute“, 
which was abolished only in 1676. „The 
Christians at the Balkans peninsula had to 
pay the bloody tribute and other impositions. 
Every four years sultans delegates raided 
villages in the Balkans in order to take away a 
fifth of Christian children aged 6-9, carefully 
choosing only the healthy ones. Those children 
were made sultan’s slaves, converted into 
Islam, and fully separated from family and 
countrymen “ (Cviji , 1991 , . 143). Apart 
from the bloody tribute, the number of BiH 
population was affected by other factors such 
as migrations, violence, epidemics, mutinies, 
etc. 

In first half of 16th century, more precisely 
between 1520-1530, according to Turkish 
historians, Bosnia had 19,619 Christian and 
16,935 Moslem households. „In Herzegovina, 
there were 9,588 Christian and 7,070 Moslem 
households, and in Zvornik county there 
were 13,112 Christian and 2,654 Moslem 
households“ (Njegovan, Kicosev, 1998, . 
126).

 We know little about the population 
number from late 16th to early 19th centuries. 
The number of religious and ethnical 
communities has often been manipulated. 
Starting with 19th century, we can more 
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precisely determine the population ratios 
and the areas where one of the three ethnical 
communities prevailed. The 400-year-old 
Turkish presence in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
left deep marks. The altered religious and 
ethnical structure of the population, made the 
geo-space more complex from the religious-
civilization point of view. 

The 1878 Berlin Congress started the 
40-year-long Austro-Hungarian reign (1878-
1918) in Bosnia and Herzegovina and it was 
characterized by deeper transformation of the 
ethnical population composition. It was in 
1879 that the Austro-Hungarian government 
conducted the first population census (out 
of four total), and it confirmed the previous 
unreliable data on the religious structure and 
migrations of BiH population (Spasovski, 
Živkovi , Stepi , 1992).
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. 1.        1879.  1910. 
Tab. 1. Summary of BiH population according to their religious af  liation from 1879 to 1910

Year of 
census

Total 
population

Orthodox population Moslem 
population

Catholic 
population

Other
 population

      

/Number % /Number % /Number % %
1879. 1.158.440 496.761 42,88 448.613 38,73 209.391 18,08 3.675 0,31
1885. 1.336.091 571.250 42,76 492.710 38,88 265.788 19,89 6.343 0,47
1895. 1.568.092 673.246 42,93 548.632 34,99 334.142 21,31 12.072 0,77
1910. 1.898.044 825.418 43,49 612.137 32,25 434.061 22,87 26.428 1,39

( : Štatistika miesta i pu anstva Bosne i Hercegovine, C i Kr. Vladina tiskarna, Sarajevo, 1880. god, . 4,  
          1.  1885,  , , 1886. . 363, 
         22.  1895,  , , 1896. . 

LVII-LIX, , 1995 , . 410)
(Sources: Štatistika miesta i pu anstva Bosne i Hercegovine, C i Kr. Vladina tiskarna, Sarajevo, 1880, p. 4,   

         1.  1885,  , , 1886. . 363,  
        22.  1895,  , , 1896. . LVII-LIX, 

, 1995 , . 410)
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During the 1879-1910 period, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina was characterized by constant 
population growth. The religious structure was 
as follows: Orthodox population was largest, 
and then there were Moslems at second and 
Catholics at third place. 

After the WW I and Austro-Hungarian 
crash, BiH geo-space became part of the 
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenians. 
The unification was declared on December 1, 
1918, and the newly-formed state was named 
Monarchy of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenians. 
In 1920 the state changed name into Kingdom 
of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenians and it 
encompassed the surface of 247,542 km2 
(Vojinovi , 1999).

In the period between two world wars, 
the ethnic composition of the population was 
determined by the 1914-1918 war situation. 
Furthermore, the ethno-demographic 
structure was affected by many migrations, 
i.e. colonization.

„The first census between the two wars was 
conducted in 1921. Based on that census, BiH 
geo-space covered the number of 1,890,440 
people. Orthodox population numbered 
829,360 or 43,87%; Muslims were 588,173 
or 31,11%; Roman Catholics were 444,309 
or 23,50%. Ten years later, a new census was 
conducted. According to 1931 census, BiH 
had the population of 2,323,555 out of which 
number 1,028,139 were Orthodox (44,25%); 
718,079 were Muslims 30,90%) and 547,949 
were Catholics (23,58%)“ (Zekanovi , 2011, . 
32-33).
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  1.890.440 .  
   829.360 ,  43,87%; 

 588.173 ,  31,11%; -
 444.309 ,  23,50%.  

 ,    .  
   1931. ,   

   2.323.555 ,  
:  1.028.139  (44,25%); 

 718.079  (30,90%)   
547.949  (23,58%)“ ( , 2011, . 
32-33).

. 2.       1921. 
Tab. 2. BiH population according to religious af  liation in 1921

- - - - - -    

Orthodox Roman-
Catholics

Greek-
Catholics

Evangelists Muslims Israelis Others No confession BiH total

829.360 444.309 9.308 6.627 588.173 12.031 538 94 1.890.440
% 43,87 23,50 0,49 0,35 31,11 0,64 0,03 0,01 100,00

( :      31.  1921. .   - 
  , , 1932.)

(Source: De  nite results of January 31, 1921 census, Kingdom of Yugoslavia – General State Statistics, Sarajevo,  1932)
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As the Kingdom of Yugoslavia suffered 
the capitulation on April 17, 1941 and the 
monstrous fascist Independent State of Croatia 
was formed on April 10, 1941, the Serbian 
population on this side of the Drina river found 
themselves as citizens of that country. Up until 
the war ended, the geo-space of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina suffered horrific genocide by the 
ustase soldiers over the Serbian population. 
Taking into account the intensity of battles in 
WW II, out of all Yugoslav territory, this area 
suffered also civil war battles in the 1941-
1945 period. It is believed that  BiH gave 40% 
of total victims in Yugoslavia at the time. 

Genocide, along with the total deaths 
of Serbian population in WW II caused the 
decrease of demographic potentials. “The 
1,014 battlefields – hundreds of thousands 
of victims, and 36,107 have not yet been 
identified“ (Stojanovi , 1995, . 24). 140,000 
Serbs were banished from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. A small number of the refugees 
returned to the devastated villages, which also 
affected the demographic development.

Losses of population reached its climax 
in 1960s as Serbian population in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina was no longer prevalent, and 
was overtaken by Muslim population. 

 WW II affected both demographic 
and total development with reference to 
population growth, natural recovery, spatial 
distribution, and ethnical homogeneity of 
the population. The total war damage, poor 
conditions for biological reproduction, strong 
internal migrations, large refugee channels, 
inter-regional migrations, and devastated 
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. 3.       1931. 
Tab. 3. BiH population according to religious af  liation in 1931

Orthodox Catholics Muslims Jews Others Total
1.028.139 547.949 718.079 11.267 18.121 2.323.555

44,25 23,58 30.90 0,49 0,78 100,00
( : De  nitivni rezultati popisa stanovništva od 31. marta 1931. godine, knjiga 2, Prisutno stanovništvo po 
veroispovesti, Kraljevina Jugoslavija – Opšta državna statistika, Beograd, 1938. god.)
(Source: De  nite results of March 31, 1931 census, book 2, Population and religious af  liation, Kingdom of Yugoslavia 
– General State Statistics, Belgrade, 1938)
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commerce, settlements, and communications, 
all largely distressed the demographic growth 
of the geo-space from second half of 20th 
century. 

The second AVNOJ assembly in the town 
of Jajce in November 1943 and the end of 
WW II and formation of Federative People’s  
Republic of Yugoslavia (Declaration from 
November 29, 1945) set the administrative-
political unit of Bosnia and Herzegovina as 
one of the six republics of FPR Yugoslavia (i.e. 
Socialist Federative Republic of Yugoslavia).

During the 1945-1991 period, there were 
six censuses in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(1948, 1953, 1961, 1971, 1981, 1991).

Based on the first census data from 1948, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina had 2,565,277 people, 
1,136,116 out of which were Serbs, 788,403 
were Muslims, and 614,123 were Croats. 

       
,  ,  

    
.   , 
    

,   , 
  ,  

,   ,  
      
      

 20. .
  II  - , 

 1943.      
     

    
(  29.11.1945.),   

-    
       

 ,   
  .

   1945.  1991.   
      
  (1948, 1953, 1961, 1971, 

1981, 1991).

     1948. 
,      

2.565.277 ,    1.136.116, 
 788.403   614.123.  

. 4.        1948.  1991. 
Tab. 4. National structure of BiH population from 1948 to 1991

  
100% % % % %

Year of 
census

Total
100% Serbs % Croats % Muslims % Others %

1948. 2.565.277 1.136.116 44,3 614.123 23,9 788.403 30,7 26.635 1,1
1953. 2.847.790 1.264.372 44,4 654.229 23,0 891.800

(591.800) *
31,3
25,6

37.389
(337.389)

1,3
7,0

1961. 3.277.948 1.406.057 42,9 711.665 21,7 842.248 25,7 317.975 9,7
1971. 3.746.111 1.393.148 37,2 772.491 20,6 1.482.430 39,6 98.042 2,6
1981. 4.124.256 1.320.738 32,0 758.140 18,4 1.630.033 39,5 415.345 10,1
1991. 4.377.033 1.366.104 31,2 760.852 17,4 1.902.956 43,5 347.121 7,9

( : , , , 1992, . 46-47,    )
*    1953. ,     „  “.
(Sources: , , , 1992, . 46-47,    )
* In 1953 census, Muslims declared as  „Yugoslavs neuter“.
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Based on the data on national affiliation, it is 
evident that despite the war losses Serbs were 
the majority ethnic group with 44,3%  of total 
population. According to the last census, Serbs 
were 1,366,104 or 31,2% of total population.

Starting with 1971, Muslims were the 
majority group with 1,482,430 or 39,6% of 
total population, and according to 1991 census 
they were 43,5% of total population number. 
The population of Croats were third and took 
part in the total number with 23,9% in 1948, 
i.e. 17,3% in 1991. 

 

RELIGIOUS-CIVILIZATION 
DETERMINANTS OF BIH GEO-SPACE AS A 
DETERMINANT OF MODERN POLITICAL-

GEOGRAPHIC PROCESSES 

Throughout history, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
has been a site of many con  icts, merges, and 
interferences of different civilization, cultures, 
and religions, and each of those left untraceable 
marks in their own manner. 

The formation of ethnical and religious 
mosaic was most in  uenced by the four historic 
events. The  rst was acceptance of Christianity 
by the Slavic population in the Balkans in 
late 9th century. The second was the schism of 
Christian church in 1054.  The third one was in 
early 14th century as Turkish Empire invaded the 
Balkans peninsula and brought a new religion – 
Islam. The ‘Eastern matter’ was the fourth, very 
special political-geographical event that marked 
the religious-civilization processes in both the 
Balkans and Bosnia and Herzegovina. „As the 
Turkish military-political reign weakened, the 
so-called ‘Eastern matter’ appeared, i.e. a  ght 
started among many non-Balkan countries in 
order to take over the role of Turkish Empire in 
that part of Europe. The impact of those non-
Balkan forces shaped the geo-political cross 
ranging from NW-SE and NE-SW. From north 
and west there were Germany and Austria, from 
north and east there were Russia and Hungary, 
from south and east there was Turkey, and from 
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south and west there were Vatican, Venice, 
and Italy. From the Mediterranean there were 
maritime forces of United Kingdom and France, 
and later, in 20th century, the USA“ (Ili , 1997, 
. 413).

There are three religions, along with their 
languages, customs, and traditions, under the 
complex historic and geo-political circumstances 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. These are still 
leaving undisputable traces on spiritual, cultural, 
historical, and political-geographical dimension 
of the region. 

Up until the end of 20th century, there was 
no precise line between the civilization and 
religious division nor was there any natural 
boundary and political-territorial identity. The 
direct consequence of that were cruel historical 
processes. „In the west and north-west there is 
an ethnical contact zone between the Serbian 
and Croatian population, and throughout history 
it attained a character of turmoil between the two 
civilizations – Eastern Orthodox and Western 
Catholic. The new millennium confrontations in 
the west Balkans tend to have vast character of 
a  ght for not only the nation but also for the 
territory and the positions of the whole cultural-
civilization circle a people belongs to“ (Stepi , 
2004, . 230-231). The largest con  icts and 
population extinction in this geo-space started 
on the basis of religious grounds. Therefore, 
con  icts and military quests were based upon 
religious background as well as the recent 
wars in former SFR Yugoslavia geo-space. The 
religious-civilization features of this civil and 
ethnical-religious war affected the national 
consolidation and de  nitely  nished the ethnical 
re-composition of the Bosnia and Herzegovina 
geo-space. 

In addition, when it comes to modern political-
geographical processes, the religious-civilization 
determinants were two-sided; integrative 
when it comes to ethnical homogenization and 
consolidation, and disintegrative when it is about 
the concept of multi-ethnicity. The religious 
factor still had the key role in the formation of 
national identities and an attempt to de  ne their 
geo-political interests. 
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The national mosaic is so complex that 
both entities have their countrymen and kin in 
the territory of neighboring political-territorial 
communities. Therefore, there are different 
forms of national policies and programs, 
separatism and irredentism (Stepi , 2001). If 
the Balkans have the reputation of a powder 
barrel, then the BiH geo-space is its core and 
most neuralgic spot at which the balkanization 
and Bosnian ethnical nationalism reached 
their full affirmation. 

If we try to analyze Dayton Bosnia and 
Herzegovina as a political-geographical 
system, its constitution as a state and political-
territorial units, it would be a complex problem 
based mostly on ethnical and religious-
civilization heterogeneity of the space. 

Due to the heterogeneity of the space and 
the three interwoven religious civilization 
circles, the entity borderlines were extremely 
difficult to implement (with reference to the 
following principles – natural-geographical, 
ethnical, historical, functional-economic, and 
others). 

Hence, Bosnia and Herzegovina has no 
clearly defined form of state organization, 
which makes it unique worldwide. Its 
organization has religious-civilization 
premises and is based on the 1+2+3 formula: 
one state, two entities, and three constitutional 
nations and religions.

The three-member presidency represents 
three religions and three nations. The entities 
have not been defined as state units but they 
still attain features of political-geographic 
units conditioned by religious-civilization 
determinants. 

From the religious-civilization point of 
view, as one of the two entities, Republic of 
Srpska is practically the Serbian Orthodox 
entity, which will further be confirmed by the 
coming census. The BiH Federation is divided 
into 10 cantons that do not carry the names of 
ethnical communities that prevail but rather 
are named after geographic marks or capitals 
of each canton. The political-geographical 
reality of the Federation entity displays most 

    , 
      

 „ “    
-  .  

      
  ,   

 ( , 2001).   
  „  “,   

     
   ,   

     
    

. 
  „ “  

 -  ,  
    

   -
 ,    

,      
-   

. 
  ,  

     
 ,   

     
    

,   -
, , , 

-   . 
,     

   ,   
     . 

     
,      1+2+3, 

:  ,     
   .

   
    .   

   ,   
    

 -  
. 

    ,  
,  -  
,    – 

 ,      
  .  



37

-       
 -  

RELIGIOUS-CIVILIZATION FEATURES OF BIH GEO-SPACE AS A DETERMINANT OF 
MODERN POLITICAL-GEOGRAPHICAL PROCESSES

cantons as political-territorial units of the 
dominating ethnical communities. 

The efforts of the Serbian people in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina to achieve religious 
and ethnical autonomy were successful but 
contacts with the two other cultural and 
religious circles are inevitable in a globalized 
world we are living in. therefore, it is extremely 
pertinent to preserve national and religious 
tolerance among these three for the sake of 
future political-geographical processes.  In 
order to achieve peace, joint living and geo-
political stability, it is crucial that we become 
well-acquainted with the pluralism of all 
three civilizations, cultures, and confessions. 
Thus, the future of the Dayton Bosnia and 
Herzegovina is tightly connected with the 
development of inter-religious relations. 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA AND THE 
„CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS“ 

Balkanization is a generally-accepted 
political-geographical term that refers to 
political-territorial attrition. Nowadays, the 
term is a metaphor for ethnical and religious 
clashes. It represents a model with a negative 
meaning with reference to political-territorial 
attrition, ethnical and civilization intolerance, 
and foreign interference and dominancy. It is 
a synonym for a region in which states and 
nations do not match, the ethnical minorities 
are many, and the territorial pretensions are 
great. Therefore, the term is tightly connected 
with the ‘Clash of civilizations’ theory. 

Samuel Huntington, an American 
politicologist, (creator of the ‘Clash of 
civilizations’ theory) believes that civilizations 
have the key role at the international stage 
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and that history will witness the fight and 
confrontation among the western, Confucian, 
Japanese, orthodox, Islamic, and Hindu 
civilizations. Globalization will speed up the 
civilization conflicts because the globalized 
world is becoming ever smaller regarding 
the territory (Huntington, 1998). He does 
not believe in world universalism but rather 
thinks that the world will divide according 
to civilization criteria and heritage, and the 
process itself may be accompanied by the 
clash of civilizations. 

BiH geo-space fully confirms the ‘Clash 
of civilizations’ theory, i.e. that the world 
conflicts will be based upon the cultural-
civilization background and that the nations 
in future will be the carriers of extreme 
nationalism and the clashes will take place 
down the cultural borderline, which perfectly 
illustrates Bosnia and Herzegovina geo-
space. The author of the theory believes 
that the „Yugoslav war“ brought back to life 
the ancient civilization divisions based on 
religion, and they culminated in BiH civil and 
ethical-religious war. In addition, he thinks 
that the recent war in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
is a proof that it was a war of two civilizations 
based on religion and that the „Bosnian war“ 
was only an episode of the civilization and 
religious conflict (Jevti , 1998).

Thus, the war in BiH was the war of 
civilizations, i.e. the three participants came 
from different civilizations and religions. As 
the conflict escalated, the hatred and clash 
were getting stronger and their civilization 
and religious identities grew sturdier. In the 
process, all participants were supported by 
communities that shared their own religious 
and civilization background. 

BiH geo-space is a most accentuated 
ethnical contact zone of the three civilization 
circles in the Balkans. This is where they 
reach their climax trying to expand. 

     
      

    , 
, , , 

   .  
      

    
       

( , 1998).    
    ,  

     ,  
   , 

         
 . 

      
      
 „  “, .    

      
 -    
       

 ,     
       

    . 
      „  

“     
  ,    

  -    
  . ,    

     , 
        

,    „  “   
      .

,       , 
,      

      
   .   

 ,      
   , 

     
 ,     

       
   .

     
    

     
.     „ “ 

   . 



39

-       
 -  

RELIGIOUS-CIVILIZATION FEATURES OF BIH GEO-SPACE AS A DETERMINANT OF 
MODERN POLITICAL-GEOGRAPHICAL PROCESSES

CONCLUSION 

For centuries, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
has been a space of conflicts and clashes 
among civilizations and religions, and an area 
of different cultural, political, and economic 
impacts. This all left deep traces that even 
nowadays determine the modern political-
geographical processes. 

The religious-civilization identity of 
ethnical groups determined the political-
geographical processes, i.e. it set basis for 
a peaceful living or conflicts among the co-
existing ethnos. Regarding this, we assume 
the fundamental relevance of  religious-
civilization determinants, ethnical identity, 
and relevant ethno-demographic potentials 
and structures as a quantitative and qualitative 
category that in the end causes the survival 
and sustainability of BiH as a political-
geographical system. 

Over the different historical-geographical 
periods and political-geographical 
circumstances, religious-civilization 
determinants have been both integrative and 
disintegrative. That is the reality of this region 
and all the negative and positive changes 
affect the ethnical-demographic features, both 
international and multinational. 

Never mind the fact that we are living in 
21st century and are witnesses to scientific-
technological revolution, in BiH geo-space 
we cannot neglect the impact of large empires: 
Byzantium, Austro-Hungary, Turkey, and 
great religions – Orthodoxy, Catholicism, 
and Islam. The co-existence of three religions 
and ethnical groups (Islamic, Orthodox, and 
Catholic) have been typical of the political 
history.
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