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CTERIUA HA ITIOAPYYJY TPEBUIHA
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"Bricoka 1IKoJia 3a Typu3aM U XoTelnjepctBo, Tpedumbe, Pemybnnka Cpricka

2 DakynTeT 3a MEAUTEPAHCKE U MOCIOBHE CTyauje, Tusar, LlpHa opa

Caskerak: s pana je monpruHOC TpoydYaBamy W BAIOPU3AIN]H CPEIHOBjeKOBHUX KaMEHUX HAATPOOHUX CIIOMEHHKA
— crehaka Ha ozpy4jy Tpebuma. Pan je yremesbeH Ha pe3yiTaTHMa IPETXONHUX, THjeIOM M BIACTUTHX, IPOydaBarmba
crehaka, BUXOBe OpHAMEHTHKE, OONHKa U pasMjemraja. [IpeoBnagaBajy TBpAmE Ma OHH JOMHHAHTHO HOCE OOMIBEXKja
CPIICKE CPEIbOBjEKOBHE KYJITYPE U YMjETHHYKOT U3pakaBarba, Te KYJITYypPOJIOIIKUX YTUIIAja U3 HEIIOCPEIHOT OKPYKeHba.
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Abstract: The aim of this paper is to contribute to the study and valorization of medieval gravestones — ste¢ak tombstones
in the area of Trebinje. The work is founded on the results of previous, and partly own studies of ste¢ak tombstones, their
ornamentation, shape and arrangement. The prevailing claims are that they predominantly bear the characteristics of Ser-

bian medieval culture and artistic expression, as well as cultural influences from the immediate environment.
Key words: Trebinje, stecak, necropolis, ornamentation, archeology, culture, ethnicity.

YBO/

Aptyp EBanc, apxeosnor u ucrpaxxusad Kno-
coca, OMO je MPBH YOBjeK OBOT 3aHUMama KOjH je
1875. ronune mpoIryToBao jy>KHOM XepIIErOBUHOM
U 0 TOME OCTaBHO 3a0MIbEXKEHE pernopraxe. Hhe-
TOB paJ] Ha MOJbY apXeoyoruje XepreroBHe Huje
umao Beher onjeka, Oynyhu na je pagose myomnu-
koBao y Jlonmony u Okcopamy.

Hakon ocHuBama 3emasbckor myseja y Ca-
pajeBy (1888), Beh 1890. ronune, ekurie CTPyIHUX
U TIPHYYEHUX apXeosora MpUCTYNUIE Cy apXeo-
JIOMIKMM UCTpaKMBambHMa jy’KHE XepIieroBUHE.

INTRODUCTION

Arthur Ewans, an archaeologist and research-
er of Knossos, was the first man of this profes-
sion to travel through southern Herzegovina in
1875 and leave recorded reports. His work in the
field of archeology in Herzegovina did not have
a major impact, since his papers were published
in London and Oxford.

After the founding of the National Museum
in Sarajevo (1888), as early as 1890, teams of
professional and trained archaeologists began ar-
chaeological research in southern Herzegovina.
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3anakeH ycIijex mocTurao je 6euku apxeosor Mo-
pun XepHec koju je 1880. roqune, nakie y npBum
roguHaMa AycCTpo-yrapcke yrpase, IpOITyTOBao
mjemike roroBo nujeraom bocnom u Xepuerosu-
HoM. Ibera cy, uamel)y ocrasor, 3anumanu crehim
0 KOjUMa je Harmucao HEKOJIMKO CTyHja. 3a pas3iiu-
Ky o Aprypa EBanca, unju 60paBak 1 paJy OBUM
KpajeBUMa HUje Mpo1ao 6e3 Moo3pera off CTpaHe
BJIaCTH, XEPHECY CY, TOKOM UCTPaKUBaba, CTaja-
JIM Ha pacroiaramy yIpaBHH CIy>KOSHHUIIN 1 OMO-
ryhaBanyu HECMETaHO KPETame U UCTPAKHUBAILE.
Kmwura Dinarische Wanderungen, o6jaBibeHa y
beuy 1888. ronune, Moxe ce cMaTpaTu CaKETKOM
H-ETOBOT BUILIETOUIIELET apXEOJIOIIKOT HCTPAXKHU-
Bama bocue u Xepuerosune (Hoernes, 1888).

JeBenecerux ronuna 19. Bujeka Maruja buje-
nuh, ciyk0eHUK KoTapcke ucrocrase y JbyOumy,
o0jaBipyje y [macHuky 3emasbckor myseja 3ama-
xeHe npuiiore o crehima y Jbyoumy (bujenuh,
1890, ctp. 225-228). [Taxxiby je MPUBYKAO U H-ETOB
U3BjEIITaj Ca TePeHa Y KOjeM OIUCYje CpeIOBje-
KOBHH KaMEHH KpcT Y MusbanoBuhuMma, jy>kHO 0J1
Jbybuma (bujenuh, 1891, ctp. 54-55). Tume je
3aBPIINO CEpHjy apXCONOIIKUX NCTPAKUBaba Ha
nozapy4jy Jbyouma.

OpnamentukoM crehaka y BnaxoBuhuma,
MwubanoBuhuma u IlpemunoBy nospy 6aBHo ce
u Kocra Xopman (Bokan, 1983, ctp. 93). 3ana-
KEH YCIjeX Ha I0JbY apXEOJOUIKUX M YOIIIITEe
KYJITYpOJIOIIKUX HCTpPaKMBamba XEplEeroBHHE
u jyxne [lanmanuje, Hapounto JlyOpoBHMKA U
Kopuyne, octBapuo je Bun Byneruh Bykacosuh
(1853—-1933), yuuress o 00pazoBamy, HCTOpUYAP
u etHorpad. Y OKBUPY apXEOJOIIKUX UCTPAKHU-
Bamba, MaKO HHUje MMao (OPMAIHO apXEOJOIIKO
HUTHU €THOJIOIIKO 00pa30oBame, MaXKiby MpUBIIaye
HETOBH PaJI0BH O cTehiiMMa, ToMuIaMa 1 Iiba-
Ma jy)kHe XepleroBuHe, HapoYuTO y TOMEHY TH-
nonoruje crehaka. Pesynrare BUIIETOTUITHIX
UCTpaxKMBama cTehaka OTHOCHO CTapOCPICKUX
HAJArPOOHUX CIIOMEHHUKA CHHTETH30Ba0 je y Jjely
Buwewxe o kynmypu jyscnujex Crasena, ocoou-
mo Cpbama, 1 00jaBipyje y 1987. romunan y [1yo-
POBHHKY.

Beoma 3anaxene pazoBe nocsehene crnoxeHoj
npobnemarunu crehaka bocue n Xepierosune,
HapOYMTO jy’KHe Xepleropuue, 1ao je hupo Tpy-
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A notable success was achieved by the Viennese
archaeologist Moritz Hoernes, who in 1880, in the
first years of the Austro-Hungarian rule, traveled
on foot through almost all of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina. Among other things, he was interest-
ed in stecak tombstones, about which he wrote
several studies. Unlike Arthur Ewans, whose stay
and work in this area did not go unnoticed by the
authorities, Hoernes had administrative staff at
his disposal during the investigation and they al-
lowed him to move and explore freely. The book
Dinarische Wanderungen, published in Vienna in
1888 may be considered a summary of his many
years of archaeological research in Bosnia and
Herzegovina (Hoernes, 1888).

In the 1990s, Matija Bijeli¢, an employee
of the district office in Ljubinje, published nota-
ble articles on ste¢ak tombstones in Ljubinje in
the Glasnik of the National Museum (bujenuh,
1890, pp. 225-228). His report from the field,
in which he describes the medieval stone cross
in Miljanovi¢i, south of Ljubinje, also attracted
attention (bujenuh, 1891, pp. 54-55). With this
work he completed a series of archaeological ex-
cavations in the area of Ljubinje.

Kosta Hormann also dealt with ornamentation
of stecak tombstones in Vlahovi¢i, Miljanovici
and Premilovo polje (Bokan, 1983, p. 93). Vid
Vuleti¢ Vukasovi¢ (1853—-1933), a teacher by
education, historian and ethnographer, achieved
notable success in the field of archaeological and
cultural research in general in Herzegovina and
southern Dalmatia, especially in Dubrovnik and
Korcula. Within the framework of archaeological
research, although he did not have a formal ar-
chaeological or ethnological education, his works
on stecak tombstones, tumuli and caves of south-
ern Herzegovina attract attention, especially in
the domain of typology of stecak tombstones. He
synthesized the results of many years of research
on stecak tombstones and old Serbian tombstones
in the work Notes on the Culture of the Southern
Slavs, especially the Serbs, and published them
in 1987 in Dubrovnik.

Very notable works dedicated to the com-
plex issue of ste¢ak tombstones in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, especially in southern Herzegov-
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xenka. Y bochy u XepueroButy gomao je 1886.
TOJMHE Kao CIy)XOCHUK O0CaHCKO-XEepIeroBauKe
3emasbcke Brnaze. Beh 1889. ronune mojaBibyje
CE y CTPYYHO] JTUTEPATypH ca TeMama U3 00IacTu
apxeosoruje crehaka, koja he KacHuje mocTaTy mwe-
roBa TpajHa UCTPAKMUBAYKA [IPEOKYTIAIH]a, ILITO Ce
moceOHO OIHOCH Ha Tonorpadujy, JemuppoBame
Harmuca u onuc opHamenara. Beh 1891. rogune
o0jaBJbyje onmuc crehaka OHOCHO HEKPOIoJa y
Homem Xpacny u Jlacteu nopen Tpebuma. Kao
apxeoJior mucao je o crehiuma Kao CrioMeHH-
IUMa KOju NpHMnajajy 00caHCKUM OOryMuinMa,
Ha OCHOBY ,,aprymeHara‘“ (Tpyxenxka, 1891, crp.
368-387), 3a koje ce KacHHje yTBPIWIO Jia CY
0e3 OCHOBa, jep Cy CBa JI0CAJAllkha, Y HAYYHOM
CBHjETY peJIeBaHTHA apXeoJIOLIKa UCTPAXKHUBAbA,
MOKa3aja Jla TAKBUX HaJrpOOHMX CLIOMEHHKA HeMa
HUTH UX je Ouo.

BbpojHa ucropujcka u apxeosouika npoyya-
Bama jyHe XepleroBuHe, 1 0CTaJIOr MpocTopa
Bocue u Xeprerosune, nokasaua cy €TamHoOCT y
HacTajamy crehaka. Y ToM cMucy \mux je Moryhe
,TIpaTuTH’ o apyre nojoBuHe 12. no 16. Buje-
Ka, 071 KaJ OBa BPCTa KaMEHE YMjeTHOCTH IOCTe-
neHo Hecraje. McrpaxkuBama cy mokaszana jia y
Bocuu u XeprieroBunu nocroje 2687 nokanure-
Ta ca ykymHo 59593 crehaka, paznuautux oOIu-
Ka (yCIIpaBHUX, MOJIOKEHUX, Y OOJIMKY KaMEHUX
TUI0Ya, CaHIyKa, cJbeMenuka) (Beslagic¢, 1982, ctp.
67). BbuxoBu ykpacH! MOTHBH Cy Pa3IMUIHUTH, Haj-
gemrhe Cy TO CBJE€TOBHU U PEIIMTHO3HU CUMOOITH,
MPEJICTaB/EHU jeIMHAYHO WK y Mel)ycOOHO] KOM-
OMHAIH] .

ETHO-KVJITYPOJIOHIKA ITPUITA/THOCT U
ITPOCTOPHU PASMIJELITAJ CTERAKA HA
[IOAPYUJY TPEBUIHA

Apxeonor hupo Tpyxenka je crehke npunu-
cao OOryMuiInMa, TyaquCTHYKO] CEKTH, YUjU Ce
HacTaHak Besyje 3a 10. Bujek y byrapckoj u Ma-
kenoHuju. BbuxoBo mmpeme Ha 3ana/, o IpocTo-
prMa Gankanckux ClIoBeHa, M3a3BaHO MPUTHCKOM
Buzanrtuje, HMje UMao 3HaYajHUje yTUIAje Ha
KYJATYpHH KMBOT TPABOCIABHUX M PUMOKATOJIH-
ka. O ToMe, Kako HeKH MCTPaXUBAYU TBpJE, HE
MIOCTOjU HUTH jeaH ayTeHTH4aH 3anuc. Cprcku

ina, were given by Ciro Truhelka. He came to
Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1886 as an official
of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian Provincial Gov-
ernment. As early as 1889, he appeared in the
professional literature with topics from the field
of stecak archeology, which would later become
his permanent research preoccupation, especially
referring to topography, deciphering inscriptions
and descriptions of ornaments. As early as 1891,
he published a description of ste¢ak tombstones
and necropolises in Donje Hrasno and Last-
va near Trebinje. As an archaeologist, he wrote
about ste¢ak tombstones as monuments belong-
ing to Bosnian Bogumils, based on ,,arguments*
(Tpyxenxa, 1891, pp. 368-387), which were later
found to be baseless because all previous archae-
ological research in the scientific world showed
that there were no such tombstones, nor were
there any.

Numerous historical and archaeological stud-
ies of southern Herzegovina and the rest of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina have revealed stages in the
formation of ste¢ak tombstones. In that sense, it is
possible to ,,follow* them from the second half of
the 12 to the 16™ century, when this type of stone
art gradually disappeared. Research has shown
that there are 2687 sites with a total of 59593
stecak tombstones of various shapes (upright,
laid, in the form of stone slabs, chests, gables) in
Bosnia and Herzegovina (Beslagi¢, 1982, p. 67).
Their decorative motifs are different, most often
secular and religious symbols, presented singly
or in combination with each other.

ETHNO-CULTURAL AFFILIATION AND
SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION OF STECAK
TOMBSTONES IN THE AREA OF TREBINJE

Archaeologist Ciro Truhelka attributed the
stecak tombstones to the Bogumils, a dualistic
sect whose origins date back to the 10™ century
in Bulgaria and Macedonia. Their spread to the
west, in the area of the Balkan Slavs, caused by
the pressure of Byzantium, did not have a signif-
icant impact on the cultural life of Orthodox and
Roman Catholics. About this, as some researchers
claim, there is not a single authentic record. Ser-
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akagemuk B. Jepotuh, 6aBro ce paznuuuTHM KyJI-
TYPOJIOLIIKUM MHUTamkUMa, u3Mel)y ocranor u 6o-
TYMHJICTBOM, 32 KOj€ KaXe: ,,... O0ryMUJICTBO HUje
oBzie Ha banmkany caMo MaHMXejCKa TyaJIMCTHYKA
jepec, Hero je OHO M cTayHu OyHT mpoTtuB Llpk-
BE U JIp)KaBe, CBOJUHE U IIPaBa, CBE OHO, JETHOM
pedn, To je y OalkaHCKUM HaporMa aHAPXUIHO
u anapxouaHo." (Jeporuh, 2000).

TpyxenkuHa apxeojollKa HCTPaXUBaba
yHH]jela cy pa3nop mel)y HaydHUM [ijenaTHUIH-
Ma, HE caMo 10 MuTamy crehaka u 6orymmicTBa
Beh 1 y 0JJHOCY Ha KpyIiHa UCTOPU]jCKA, €THUYKA 1
KyJITYpOJIOLIKa TuTama y bocHn n Xepuerosunu
U CyCjeIHUM JAp>kaBama. Y OKBUPY apXEOJIOIIKUX
UCTPaXHMBamba MOCEOHY MaXKiby IIOCBETHO j€ eTur-
paduuu crehaka, y uemy je MocTUrao BpHjenaH
ycmjex. be3 003upa Ha HEMPUXBAT/HLUBOCT (HEyTe-
MeJbeHOCT) ofipel)eHux mnoriesna, y Be3u ca oory-
MUJICTBOM U cTehIMa, BeroBa UCTPAKHUBAA CY
O1i1a OCHOB KaCHHJEM Pa3B0jy apXeoJIOIIKe HayKe
y bocuu n Xepuerosunu.

V 1jenuHu ocMaTpaHo, CBE 10 HAIIMX JaHa,
apXeoJIolIKa ¥ UCTOPHjCKa HayKa HUCY Jajle ycar-
JIalIeH OATOBOP O MPUMAJHOCTH cTehaka, mTo ce
JIOHEKJIe OTHOCH 1 Ha OOTYMHJICTBO, 3a KOje 100ap
710 OOII-avyKe HAyYHE U MHTEINICKTYaTHE JaBHOCTH
cMaTpa Jia YMHU TeMesb OOLImhaukoj Haluju. Ma-
HUITYJIMCAE-e OBOM IPOOIEMaTHKOM, Oe3 OCIIOHIIa
Ha Hay4HY YTEMEJHEHOCT KOPUCTUIIO CE€ i KOPHCTH
ce y ,,JIOKa3uBamy " TOCEOHOCTH MYCITUMAHCKOT
(OomrmayKkor) eTHOCa y OJJHOCY Ha OCTalle €THOCE
3amanHor bankana. Ha oBako ,,yremesseHUM  oc-
HOBamMa AyCTpO-yrapcku NoBjepeHUK 3a bocHy u
Xepuerouny bemamun Kaaj Boano je monuTuky
[apcTBa y OKynMpaHOj ApKaBH, ca JAIEKOCEKHUM
pernepkycujama 1o cprcku Hapon y bocuu u Xep-
uerouan, Cpouju u LipHoj Topu.

3a Bpujeme Kanaja npBu myT ce jaBiba Te3a
1 0 OOTYMUJICKOM HOPH)EKITy MyCIMMAaHCKUX (e-
ynanaua (Kpaseaunh, 2001, ctp. 197). OBa Te3a,
HUYUM yTeMeJbeHa, Tpebaslo je 1a 6ocaHCcKo-Xep-
1eropauke Myciumane (Myciaumane) 0JBOjU O
€THUYKOT CPIICKOT MTOPHjeKIIa U MOACTaKHE OpxKH
MpOILIeC CTBapama OOIIbaYKe, OTHOCHO OOCAaHCKe
nHanuje. Cem Kanaja, Ha mpekpajamby uctopuje
y KOpHCT OOTYyMMJICTBAa M OOCaHCKe Halyje, Mo-
ceOHo ce ucrakao hupo Tpyxenka (1865-1942),
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bian academician V. Jeroti¢, who dealt with var-
ious cultural issues including Bogomilism, says:
»-.. Bogomilism is not only a Manichean dualistic
heresy here in the Balkans, but it is also a constant
rebellion against the Church and the state, property
and rights, everything that is, in one word, anarchic
in the Balkan nations* (Jeportuh, 2000).

Truhelka’s archaeological research has caused
a rift among scholars, not only over stecak tomb-
stones and Bogomilism but also over major his-
torical, ethnic and cultural issues in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and neighboring countries. As part of
archaeological research, he paid special attention
to the epigraphy of ste¢ak tombstones, in which
he achieved valuable success. Regardless of the
inadmissibility (unfoundedness) of certain views
in connection with Bogomilism and stecak tomb-
stones, his research was the foundation for the later
development of archaeological science in Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

Overall, up to the present day, archaeological
and historical science did not provide harmonized
response on origin of ste¢ak tombstones, which
to some extent relates to Bogomilism, for which
a good part of the Bosniak scientific and intel-
lectual community considers that forms the basis
of the Bosniak nation. Manipulation of this issue
without relying on the scientific foundation was
used in ,,proving*“ the specificities of the Muslim
(Bosniak) ethnos in comparison to other Western
Balkan ethnos. On the foundations ,,established*
in this manner, the Austro-Hungarian Commis-
sioner for Bosnia and Herzegovina, Benjamin Ka-
laj, led the policy of the Empire in the occupied
state with far-reaching repercussions for the Ser-
bian people in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia
and Montenegro.

During Kalaj, the thesis about the Bogumil
origin of Muslim feudal lords appeared for the
first time (Kpaspauuh, 2001, p. 197). This thesis,
founded on nothing, was supposed to separate
Bosnian-Herzegovinian Muslims (Muslims) from
ethnic Serbian origin and encourage a faster pro-
cess of creating a Bosniak or Bosnian nation. Apart
from Kalaj, at the rewriting of history in favor of
Bogumilism and the Bosnian nation, especially
stood out Ciro Truhelka (1865—1942), Croatian
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XPBaTCKU apXeoJjor U UCTOPHYAP YMjETHOCTH
(Kpaspauuh, 2001, ctp. 267). 360r ancypaHocTu
uzeje, KanajeB mokyiuaj HOIUTHYKOT pjelaBamba
HALIMOHAJIIHOT NuTawka y bocHu u XepueroBuHu
yBohemeM Oolmbauke Halyje, Ha ,,00TyMHIICKAM
OCHOBaMa, OJI caMoT To4eTKa 0uo je ocyheH Ha
Heycrjex. Bpujeme y kojeM )KHUBUMO Taj pojeKar
JIOBEJIO je JI0 peasu3aliyje, ajid Ha CaCBUM JApyTra-
YMjUM TPETIIOCTaBKaMa M Y U3MHU]CHEHUM OKOJI-
HOCTHMA.

V Be3u ca noreauMa Ha OOTryMUIJICTBO U IIPH-
naaHocT crehaka, cem A. EBanca u h. Tpyxenke,
ucrakim cy ce Mahap Joxed A300T u Anekcannap
ComnosjeB. Mely HaBeZieHMM NOCEOHY MaXIby MPH-
Biaun A. Conosjes ,,rBpaehu na cy crehuu nzpas
00CaHCKUX U XyMCKHX OOryMusia. Y HEKUM CBOJUM
paroBUMa Ha HEMPHUMjEPEH HAUYMH KapaKTepHIe
CBOj€ Hay4YHE HEHCTOMUIIJbEHUKE KOjH Cy IoOuja-
71 OBaKBe TBPAIE, Ha3MBajyhu X amarepuma u
nantuma“ (Acanoswuh, 2011, ctp. 218).

Amepuuku HaydyHuk Mapujan bapbapa
Benzen 1960-ux u3Hujena je HaydHe TBPAE Ja
ctehiy Kao KynTypHO-HCTOPH]CKH CIOMEHHIIN HE
npunazajy oorymuinma, Hero Biacuma. Mapujan
Bensen (1962) naBoau n1a ce y Apyroj MojJOBUHH
15. Bujeka paspaljeHu U AEKOPUPAHU HAATPOOHU
CTIIOMEHHUIIM pajie YITIaBHOM 3a Maneo0aiKaHCKO
CTaHOBHHUILITBO, KOje OHa Ha3uBa Briacuma, anmu mc-
THYe J1a ¢y T Bracu npuxsaruim Beh nocrojehn
o0u4aj yrnorpedbe MOHOTUTHUX KaMEHUX OJIOKOBa
Kao HaJrpoOHUX CIIOMEHHKA KOjU CYy Y Xeplero-
BUHHM YBEIIU CpEIUHOM 14. BUjeka HEKU YJIaHOBU
¢deynanne kinace (Wenzel, 1962). Ilpema 1wo0j, Taj
cy o0uyaj KacHHje MPHUXBATHJIA TIEMEHA Koja Cy
KMBjeJla Ha TOM TOAPYYjy, a To ¢y Ounu Bnacu
KOjH Cy yBemnH Oorary (urypaiHy aexopauujy. ,,Ha
OBE HayyHE TBP/HHC pearoBajid Cy HEKH pUMOKa-
TOJIMYKU CBEIUTEHUIM Mel)y kojuma cy JloMUHHK
Mananh n Anre lllko6ass, noBogehu crehke y
BE3y Ca KaTOJIWYKHM CTaHOBHHUIITBOM, ma je Llle-
¢uk benutaruh n3noxuo cTaBoBe U jeHE U APYTE
cTpaHe, ocriopasajyhu karonuuky te3y* (Beslagic,
1982, ctp. 520-526). Ha Ga3u concTBeHUX UCTpa-
xuBama onpehenux nokanurera, H. AcanoBuh
3aKJbydyje J1a OHH MPUIIAAAjy CPIICKOM CTaHOB-
HUILITBY U HETOBOj KYATYpH, IIPU YEMY UCTUYE:
,,CYTIPOTHO TOj T€3H (MHUCITH CE Ha PUMOKATOINIKO

archaeologist and art historian (Kpaseaunh, 2001,
p. 267).

Due to the absurdity of the idea, Kala;j’s at-
tempt to resolve the national issue in Bosnia and
Herzegovina by introducing the Bosniak nation on
»Bogumil“ grounds was doomed from the very be-
ginning. The time in which we live has led this
project to the realization but on completely dif-
ferent assumptions and in changed circumstances.

Regarding the views on Bogomilism and the
affiliation of the stecak tombstones, except for A.
Ewans and C. Truhelka, Hungarian Jozef Azbot and
Aleksandar Solovjev stood out. Among the above,
A. Solovjev attracts special attention by ,,claiming
that steCak tombstones are an expression of Bosnian
and Hum Bogumils. In some of his works, he in-
appropriately characterizes his scientific opponents
who refuted such claims, calling them amateurs and
laymen** (Acanosuh, 2011, p. 218).

In the 1960s, the American scientist Marian
Barbara Wenzel made scientific claims that ste¢ak
tombstones as cultural and historical monuments
did not belong to Bogumils but to the Vlachs.
Marian Wenzel (1962) states that in the second
half of the 15" century elaborated and decorated
tombstones were made mainly for the Paleo-Bal-
kan population, which she calls Vlachs, but points
out that these Vlachs accepted the already existing
custom of using monolithic stone blocks as tomb-
stones, which was introduced in Herzegovina in
the mid-14" century by some members of the feu-
dal class (Wenzel, 1962). According to her, this
custom was later adopted by the tribes that lived
in the area, and it was the Vlachs who introduced
rich figural decoration. ,,Some Roman Catholic
priests, including Dominik Mandi¢ and Ante Sko-
balj, reacted to these scientific claims, linking the
stecak tombstones to the Catholic population, so
Sefik Beslagi¢ presented the views of both sides,
challenging the Catholic thesis* (Beslagi¢, 1982,
pp. 520-526). Based on his own research of certain
localities, N. Asanovi¢ concludes that they belong
to the Serbian population and its culture, emphasiz-
ing: ,,Contrary to that thesis (meaning the Roman
Catholic clergy), it is enough to point out a fact that
a ste¢ak tombstone with a carved inscription, that
says the monk Gligorije lies there, was found at the
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CBEIITEHUIITBO) JIOBOJBHO je McTahy YHECHHUILY
na Ha Jokanutery byHuuhu y ceny bamum kox
bunehe je nmponalen crehak ca ykiecaHum Har-
IHCOM, KOjU KasKe J1a Ty Jiexku Kaiyhep [muropuje’
(AcanoBuh, 2011, ctp. 219).

Crehim Ha nonpy4jy TpeOuma cy pazmuuuTux
obmuka. OHM MOCTaBJbEHM YCIPABHO Hajuerhe cy
y o0JNMKy KpcToBa M cTymnosa. Mmnak, Hajpacnpoc-
TPaCHUJU Cy TOJIOKEHH Yy OOJMKY IIoYa, CaH-
IyKa u capkodara. Huz enemenara opHaMeHTHKE,
noceOHO MUCAHUX Tparosa, ymyhyje Ha HeaBoc-
MHCJIEH 3aKJbyyak J1a crehim jyxHe Xepleropuse,
Hapounto TpeOuma, npumnaajy Xxpurrhancko-mpa-
BOCJIABHOM KYJITYPHOM Kpyry. ¥ ToM cmuciy H.
AcanoBuh n3HoCH TBpAWY: ,,Crehim cy nperex-
HO XpHUIIThaHCKO-NIPABOCIABHU CIIOMEHHMIIM, a HE
OOTyMHJICKH, KaKO C€ YeCTO HABOJAM, YITIABHOM Y
MIOJIUTUYKE CBpXE. Y CYMPOTHOM, KaKo O ce MOr-
JI0 IGCUTHU Ja ¢y cTehiiMa 00MIbEKeHN TPOOOBH
noponuiie Mumnopanosuha koju cy MOAUIIIA MaHa-
crup Kurtomucnuh, npkBy Cs. Iletpa u [laBna y
OmranrhumMa ¥ ipaBociaBHy IPKBY y TpujeOmy Koz
Croma“ (Acanosuh, 2011, ctp. 215). UcrosjeTny
TBpAY u3HKoO je u b. boruhesuh: ,,Y Hekpomnonu
Ha PasMJIbH 1O3HATO je /1a Cy TIOKOTIAaH! YIAHOBH
BJIAILIKE BIIACTEIIMHCKE MopoauLe XapadpeHu-Mu-
nopanoBuhi, 3a Koje ce Moy3/JaHo 3Ha Jia ¢y OMH
npaBociaBHe Bjepe. [logurmu cy manactup XKu-
tomucnuh 1 npaBocnaBHe 1pkse y OmanuhimMa u
Tpujebmy* (boruhesuh, 1952, ctp. 157-159).

Ja cy crehiu yrmaBHOM XpuirhaHcko-Tpa-
BOCJIaBHOT TIOpHjEKJIa, a He OOTYMUIICKOT, CBje-
noun u3Mely ocranor, U crehak mponalhen Ha
nokanuTterty ,,Jlomuue* y TpeOumy ca HaTmucom
xynana ['paa rocnonapa TpeOumba Koju je Bl1agao
y 12. Bujexky. ,,Ha jennom crehky oTkpuBeHOM
y Tpebumy crioMumy ce 1Ba Opara >xynan [pa
TpeOMmCKH U XynaH Pagomup. Pamomup je Ha-
npaBuo Opaty ['pay HaArpoOHU CIIOMEHHUK KOjH je
paavo jenaH o1 HajcTapujuX Kiecaya ImoJy UMEHOM
bepja. IIpema narnucy Ha crehky xynan ['pa je
YMpO B JICHU KHE3a BelHera Muxauia U To JIETO
3u/a lweMy paky Opare xynan Pagomupe* (Korac,
1966, ctp. 90). OBaj crehak mpeacTaBiba jefaH O
HajCTapUjUX CIIOMEHUKA ucanux hupummiom. Ta-
kohe, Ha crehky u3 [loroaa rmosba, Kao cBjeoYaH-
CTBO MPHUIIATHOCTH XPHUIINAHCKO-TIPaBOCIABHOM
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Bunci¢i site in the village of Baljci near Bileca“
(AcanoBuh, 2011, p. 219).

The stecak tombstones in the Trebinje area are
of various shapes. Those placed upright are usually
in the shape of crosses and pillars. However, the
most common are laid in the form of plates, chests
and sarcophagi. A number of elements of ornamen-
tation, especially written traces, point to the un-
equivocal conclusion that the stec¢ak tombstones of
southern Herzegovina, especially Trebinje, belong
to the Christian-Orthodox cultural circle. In that
sense, N. Asanovic claims: ,,The ste¢ak tombstones
are mostly Christian-Orthodox monuments and not
Bogumil monuments as it is often stated, main-
ly for political purposes. Otherwise, how could it
happen that the tombstones were used to mark the
graves of Miloradovi¢ family who built the Monas-
tery of Zitomisli¢, the church of St. Peter and Paul
in Osani¢i and the Orthodox Church in Trijebnje
near Stolac* (AcanoBuh, 2011, p. 215). The same
claim was made by B. Bogicevi¢: ,,In the necrop-
olis on Radimlja, it is known that members of the
Vlach aristocratic family Harabreni-Miloradovi¢i,
who are reliably known to have been of the Ortho-
dox faith, were buried. They built the Monastery of
Zitomisli¢ and the Orthodox churches in Oganiéi
and Trijebnje* (boruhesuh, 1952, pp. 157-159).

The claim that the steak tombstones are
mostly of Christian-Orthodox and not of Bogu-
mil origin, is confirmed among other things by
the ste¢ak tombstone found at the ,,Police* site in
Trebinje with the inscription of the prefect Grd,
lord of Trebinje who ruled in the 12™ century. ,,One
ste¢ak tombstone discovered in Trebinje mentions
two brothers, the prefect Grd of Trebinje and the
prefect Radomir. Radomir ordered a tombstone to
be made for his brother Grd, and it was made by
one of the oldest carvers called Berja. According to
the inscription on the ste¢ak tombstone, the prefect
Grd died on the day of Prince Mihailo, and that
summer his brother, prefect Radomir, built him a
grave® (Kora¢, 1966, p. 90). This stecak tombstone
is one of the oldest monuments written in Cyrillic.
Also, on the ste¢ak tombstone from Popovo polje,
as a testimony of belonging to the Christian-Or-
thodox ethnos, there is an inscription ,,about the
girl Rada¢a who married Nenac Cihori¢ and af-
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€THOCY, MMa 3aImmc ,,0 JjeBojuu Panaum xoja ce
ynaje 3a Henna Ynxopuha v HAKOH HEroBe CMpPTH
y3uMa MoHaiko ume [lonuxpanuja® (Acanoswuh,
2011, ctp. 215).

XpunrhaHcKO-TIpaBOCIaBHY MPUTIATHOCT CBje-
nouu u crehak, HaArpoOHU CIIOMEHHK, Y OOIUKY
canayka, y Bpnosy y Jby6omupy kox Tpebuma,
u3 14. Bujeka ca HaTIUCOM: ,,A cej JISKHU KyIaH
Menynun. Hukama MHOro He nmax, a HUKajaa
HUIITa HecTa, a aujenux’* (Bero, 1964, ctp. 59).

Ha OecmmuciieHOCT Te3e O NPHUMAJAHOCTH
crehaka 6orymunuma ynyhyje 3akibydak ,,Kana
je y nuTamy TBpAma Aa crehim npunangajy 6o-
TYMHJIUMa, HEMa HUKaKBe MOTpede MmojieMHucaTH
... Ilo3Hara je unmbeHuIa 1a TOMEHYTH jepeTUIIH
HHUCY NO/IN3AJIM LIPKBE, cMaTpajyhu fa cy y ciryx-
ou Cotone® (hupkosuh, 1964, ctp. 103-104).
Ocum Tora, Ha Behem Opojy nokanutera crehim
Cy MOAMTHYTHU TMOpe]] MPAaBOCIABHUX LIPKaBa WIN
ce Hajla3e y yHyTpallkhOCTH CaMuX LipKaBsa. Bje-
ponocToja mpumjep je JokanuteT [laBnoBrHa Ha
nozpyyjy omutuHe bepkoBuhu, raje ce Hanazu
CpenmOBjeKOBHA MpaBociaBHa LpkBa CB. Mnmje
y UMjOj YHYTpalImocTu ce Hana3u crehak. [a cy
Ha HEKUM JIOKAJIUTETHUMa CTehlld CMjeIITeH: Y
YHYTPAIIOCTH I[PKaBa Bj€POIOCTOJHO CBjEI0UH
CpenmOBjeKOBHA MpaBociaBHa 1pkBa Ca. Jlazapa
y Bnaxosuhuma Ha noapyyjy onmtune Jbyoumse.
Ha jennom on crehaka, cMjemTeHux y OBOj TO-
PYIIEHOj IIPKBHU, IIOCTOjH HATIIUC KOjU TOBOPHU Ja
je ucnon crehka caxpameH KTUTOP IPKBE BIIAIIKH
kHe3 Bnal) bujenuh u meros cun Bykocas Bualye-
Buh (Crojanosuh, 1905, ctp. 17). Takohe, na Ha-
rpoOHOj KaMeHOj TIoun y oAy upkse Ca. Jlazapa
y BnaxoBuhuma ko JbyOuma, u3 16. Bujeka, je
HaTmuc: ,,A ce nexu kue3 Bial) bujenuh, y cBojoj
1pkBH, y cBeToM Jlazapy. HoBjeue, Tako 1a HUjecH
MPOKJIET — He THKa] y Me* (Bero, 1964, ctp. 59).

Ha xamenom ctehky y 00nmKy KpcTa, Koju ce
Hanasu y bBennhuma xon Tpebuma, HanucaHo je:
,»A cu kpet Pagoja Mpkimha. Crax bora monehe
u 31a He muclnehe, u you me rpom™ (Bero, 1964,
cTp. 61), a Ha KameHOM capkodary y [opmem
Xpachy, u3 15-16. Bujeka numre: ,,A ce nexu Pa-
mBoj pamruuh, 1o0pu jyHak ja Oux, MoJby ja ce
Bac, He TunajTe! Bu here 6utu kako ja, a ja He
Mory Outu kaxo Bu“* (Bero, 1964, ctp. 33).

ter his death took the monastic name Polihranija“
(AcanoBuh, 2011, p. 215).

The stecak tombstone in the shape of a chest
in Vrpolje in Ljubomir near Trebinje, from the 14"
century, with the inscription: ,,And here lies the pre-
fect of Medulin. I never had a much, and nothing
ever disappeared, but I shared” also testifies to his
Christian-Orthodox affiliation* (Bero, 1964, p. 59).

The conclusion ,,When it comes to the claim
that the ste¢ak tombstones belong to the Bogu-
mils, there is no need to argue ... It is a known
fact that the mentioned heretics did not build
churches, believing that they are in the service
of Satan®“ (hupxosuh, 1964, pp. 103—-104) in-
dicates the meaninglessness of the thesis about
the affiliation of the stecak tombstones to Bogu-
mils. In addition, in a number of localities, stecak
tombstones have been erected next to Orthodox
churches or are located inside the churches them-
selves. A credible example is the Pavlovina site in
the municipality of Berkovi¢i, where the medie-
val Orthodox Church of St. Ilija is located and in
whose interior there is a ste¢ak tombstone. The
medieval Orthodox Church of St. Lazar in Vla-
hovi¢i in the municipality of Ljubinje witnesses
that in some localities the stecak tombstones are
located inside the churches. On one of the stecak
tombstones located in this ruined church, there
is an inscription saying that the founder of the
church, Duke Vlad Bijeli¢, and his son Vukosav
Vladevi¢ were buried under the stecak tombstone
(CrojanoBuh, 1905, p. 17). Also, on the tomb-
stone at the floor of the church of St. Lazar in
Vlahovié¢i near Ljubinje, from the 16" century,
there is an inscription: ,,Duke Vlad Bijeli¢ lies
in his church, in St. Lazar. Man, if you are not
cursed — do not touch me* (Bero, 1964, p. 59).

On the stone stec¢ak tombstone in the shape
of a cross, which is located in Pedi¢i near Trebin-
je, it is written: ,,And you are the cross of Radoje
Mrksi¢. I stood praying to God and not thinking
evil, and lightning killed me* (Bero, 1964, p. 61),
and on the stone sarcophagus in Gornje Hrasno,
from the 15-16™ century, it is written: ,,Radivoj
Drasci¢ is lying here, I was a good hero, please,
don’t touch me! You will be like me, and I cannot
be like you* (Bero, 1964, p. 33).
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[Ipema Hatnucy Ha ctehky y Benmuannma—
[ToroBo noswe, Oiu3y MaHacTHpa 3aBaia, yKieca-
Ha Cy IMEHA HEKOJIMKO YJIaHOBA Ta/IAIIHE XyMCKe
Biacrerne. ,,Ha 60caHCKkUM KaMEHOBHMA YHTAjy Ce
YEeCTO UCTOPHU]CKU Wi Ouorpadcku moaany win
YHUTaBe TeHeaIo0ruje, Kao IITO Cy BIACTEOCKE JI03€
Yuxopuha wmu Jpyrosuha y 14. Bexy Ha jenHOM
KaMeHy koji Bennyana, mpeko myTa MaHacTupa
3apane Ha [lonoBy nmosmy* (Jupeuek, 1981, ctp.
317). Yuxopuhu (Apyrosuhu) cy Ounu nmoszxara
BJIACTEJIMHCKA ropoauia y 14. Bujexy, y XyMckoj
u Tpebumckoj 3emibu, a Oyayhu ma ce Ha crehky
YHMTajy UMEHA BiacTeluHCKe jo3e: Henan, Bpa-
TKO, J{abmwxuB u CTjenko, apryMEHTOBAaHO Ce He
MOXEe CYMEbaTH Jla c€ UCTION cTehKa Halna3y HeKO
npyru. Mma crehaka Ha noapyujy Tpebuma u
XepLEeroBUHE, ,,... U HATIIHCA C KPCTOM U IPYTHM
JAaCHMM 3HAIMMa KOj! CBEJI0YE J1a PUIIaaajy CpIi-
cKoj pkBH. Ha muMa ce u3pekoM oMUIbY CpOJI-
HUIIY WM [IPUjaTesbH, KOjU Cy MOCTaBUIIN KaMEH.
Ha antuuke ¢popmysne nozacjeha kiersa, ynyhena
OHOM Koju Om mopyuno rpo0* (Jupeuek, 1981,
ctp. 317-318).

Ucnon rpaga Kibyua nenaneko ox I'arka, Ha
miaBul Nyhanuiy, Hanasu ce Hekpornona creha-
ka u3 14. Bujeka. Ha jemHOM o1 B-UX YKJIECAHO je
ume Panome ParkoBuha u ,,rpaga” Kipyua: ,,Jla
noru6e nox rpagoM Kibydem 3a cBojera rocrozapa
BojBoxy Cannaspa® (Mandi¢, 2007, ctp. 186).

Kana je pujeu o mpumagHoctu crehaka
Habpa, omHocHO bepkoBuha, Moxxe ce aprymeH-
TOBAaHO TBPAMTHU J1a OHU HE MpHIanajy 0orymu-
numa. Takobe, onu He mpunanajy Hu I'pruma,
jep je yrBpheHo na je crapoct crehaka Be3aHa 3a
nepuoxa on 12. no 16. Bujeka, mTo HEe OIroBapa
BpPEMEHY I'pUKe BJIaJJaBHHE HA OBHM IPOCTOPHUMA.
VY npusior oBoj TBpAmBH AcaHOBUh HABOAU: ,,...
Y CaMM HATIIMCH KOjH Cy YKJIECaHU Ha CTIOMEHU-
uMa ykasyjy Ja MMeHa Kao 1mTo cy Jlparumie
Bunojesuha, bornana XaresseBuha, PanuBoja
u Panocnasa [MuheBuha u ap. mTo uckipydyje
cBaky MoryhHoct na je y nutamy ['pk win Pu-
mibanuH (AcanoBuh, 2011, ctp. 219). Haname,
nokasyjyhu npunaanoct crehaka cprckoM-mpa-
BOCJIAaBHOM KYJITYPHOM Kpyry AcaHoBuh HaBOIH:
,Ilopes M3HECEeHUX MCTOPHjCKO-MaTeprjaTHUuX
JI0Ka3a, jeslaH o]l BjepOJOCTOJHUX JI0Ka3a je mpa-
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According to the inscription on the ste¢ak
tombstone in Veli¢ani—Popovo polje, near the Za-
vala monastery, the names of several members of
the former Hum nobility are engraved. ,,Historical
or biographical data or entire genealogies are of-
ten read on Bosnian stones, such as the aristocratic
lineages of Cihori¢ or Drugovi¢ in the 14" century
on a stone near Veli¢ani, across the monastery of
Zavala in Popovo polje* (Jupeuek, 1981, p. 317).

Cihorics (Drugovics) were a well-known aris-
tocratic family in the 14™ century, in the Hum and
Trebinje land, and since the names of the aristocratic
lineage are read on the ste¢ak tombstone: Nenac,
Vratko, Dabiziv and Stjepko, there can be no rea-
sonable doubt that there is someone else under the
stecak tombstone other than them. There are ste¢ak
tombstones in the area of Trebinje and Herzegovi-
na, ,,... and inscriptions with a cross and other clear
signs that testify that they belong to Serbian church.
They explicitly mention relatives or friends who
laid the stone. The curse, addressed to the one who
would destroy the grave, is reminiscent of ancient
formulas* (Jupeuex, 1981, pp. 317-318).

Below the town of Klju¢ not far from Gacko,
on the Cucanica hill, there is a necropolis of ste¢ak
tombstones from the 14™ century. The name of
Radonja Ratkovi¢ and the ,,town* of Klju¢ is en-
graved on one of them: ,,To die under the town
of Klju¢ for his master, Duke Sandalj* (Mandi¢,
2007, p. 186).

When it comes to the affiliation of the stecak
tombstones of Dabar or Berkovidi, it can be argued
that they do not belong to the Bogumils. Also, they
do not belong to the Greeks, because it was deter-
mined that the age of the ste¢ak tombstones is re-
lated to the period from the 12" to the 16™ century,
which does not correspond to the time of Greek
rule in this area. In support of this claim, Asanovi¢
states: ,,...the inscriptions themselves, which are en-
graved on the monuments, indicate that names such
as DragiSa Vidojevi¢, Bogdan Hateljevi¢, Radivoje
and Radoslav Picevi¢, etc. excludes any possibility
that it is a Greek or a Roman‘ (Acanosuh, 2011,
p. 219). Furthermore, proving the affiliation of the
stecak tombstones to Serbian-Orthodox cultural cir-
cle, Asanovic¢ states: ,,In addition to the presented
historical-material evidence, one of the credible evi-
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BOCJIaBHA MTPUIIATHOCT Ja0apCKOT BIACTEITMHCKOT
pona Iluhesuha. [loyerak Harmuca Ha crehky y
Jbytom [lomny y xome ce nomume Panusoj Bykia
[TuheBuha cun, 03Ha4eH je 3HaKOM KpcTa“ (Aca-
HoBuh, 2011, ctp. 220).

[Tpusor npeTxoaHUM TBpIkamMa, O MPHIa-
HOCTHU TPEOUICKUX U ocTanux crehaka jyxHe u
UCTOUHE XEepIETOBUHE MPABOCIABHOM CPIICKOM
Hapojy, Cy pe3yiITaTd UCTPaKUBamba y HACEIbY
Bpnosse xox JbyOuma, 10 kojux je momwia Jb.
[Ieso (LlleBo, 2018). Tekct Ha jeqHOM HAATPOO-
HOM CIIOMEHHKY TOBOpH Ja jé THUM IPOCTOPOM
,,JIOYETKOM 15. BHjeKka rocrnonapuo BIIACTEIHH
[Moxpajary Onuseposuh. Hberos rpod Hanasu ce
I0J] BUCOKUM CTEhKOM ca JyraukuM HaTIUCcOM,
y HEKpOIOJH Of Koje ce cauyBayio 78 Haarpo-
o6nuka, mehy xojuma je 15 Gorato ykpameHux
pempeduma® (IleBo, 2018, cTp. 136). VY Be3u ca
crehuuma Jb. IlleBo Beoma apryMeHTOBaHO M3HO-
CH TBPIIbY Ja ,,[IOpe]l KIyMUHUPAHUX PyKOMHCA
BaXHY rpal)y 3a n3y4yaBame CpellOBjEKOBHE KYJI-
Type Ha MpocTopy JaHaume Penyonuke Cpricke
najy pesbedu Ha cierpuIHUM HaArpoOHUM CIIO-
MeHunuMa — crehiuma ... Hajsehu ce 6poj ykpa-
meHux crehaka Hanasu y Xepuerosunu. Mehy
(burypasHuM nprKa3uMa pasjmkyjy ce rnojeauHa-
YHE MPEeJCTaBe WK CLIeHE ca Bullle (purypa jbyau
U J)KUBOTHIbA — MIPU30PH JIOBA, TYPHHUpPA U KOJia
... Cepuja Tymauema n1a cy crehiyt HaarpoOHUIN
00CaHCKUX jepeTHKa, y HaylH ApYyre MOJOBHHE
12. Bujeka cy roroBo cacBuMm ondadena* (1Lleso,
2004, ctp. 16—17).

Ha ocHOBY IpeTX0HO U3HECEHOT Y BE3U ca
crehiuma, BUXOBOM OPHAMEHTHKOM, MOXE ce
KOHCTaTOBAaTH Jia OHU Ha JIOKaJuTeTuma Tpedumba,
Kao M YKYITHOT TIPOCTOpA jy’KHE ¥ UCTOUHE Xep-
LIErOBUHE, HE Npunaaajy oorymunuma Beh gomu-
HAHTHO CPIICKOM IpaBOCiIaBHOM poxy. Ha Hekum
OJ1 ’bUX BUJJBUBU Cy M TPAroBH JAPYyTUX Ky/iTypa,
mITo ynyhyje Ha 3aKkJbydaK J1a je IpoLeC KyITypHe
acCHMMJIAIH]E CPIICKOT CTAHOBHUILTBA X epIIErOBHU-
He, Kao U yKynHor npoctopa bocue u Xepiero-
BUHE, BJEKOBHO OMO M3JI0KEH YTHULA]y TPAaHUYHUX
KyJITypa, HAPOUUTO PUMOKATOIHUIIA3MA.

Ca npyre crtpane, aucnepsuja crehaka u
HEeKporosna Ha noapyyjy Tpebuma, u meHa KOH-
LEHTpaIrja y JOMUHU TpeOuImuIile, CBjeIodr O

dences is the Orthodox affiliation of the Dabar noble
family Picevi¢. The beginning of the inscription on
the ste¢ak tombstone in Ljuti Do, in which Radivoj
Vukca Picevié’s son is mentioned, is marked with
the sign of the cross* (Acanouh, 2011, p. 220).
The contribution to previous claims about the
affiliation of ste¢ak tombstones from Trebinje and
southern and eastern Herzegovina to Orthodox
Serbian people are the results of research in the
settlement of Vrpolje near Ljubinje, which was ob-
tained by Lj. Sevo (ILleBo, 2018). The text on one
tombstone says that the area was ,,ruled by the lord
Pokrajac Oliverovi¢ at the beginning of the 15"
century. His tomb is located under a high ste¢ak
tombstone with a long inscription, in the necrop-
olis of which 78 tombstones have been preserved,
and among which 15 are richly decorated with re-
liefs* (IleBo, 2018, p. 136). In connection with the
ste¢ak tombstones, Lj. Sevo very argumentatively
claims that ,,in addition to illuminated manuscripts,
reliefs on specific tombstones — ste¢ak tombstones
are important material for the study of medieval
culture in the area of today’s Republic of Srpska
... The largest number of decorated ste¢ak tomb-
stones is in Herzegovina. Among the figural rep-
resentations, there are individual performances or
scenes with several figures of people and animals —
scenes of hunting, tournaments and carts ... A series
of interpretations that the stecak tombstones are
tombstones of Bosnian heretics have been almost
completely rejected in the science of the second
half of the 12% century* (Illeso, 2004, p. 16-17).
Based on the previously stated and in connec-
tion with the steak tombstones and their ornamen-
tation, it can be stated that those from the localities
in Trebinje as well as from the total area of southern
and eastern Herzegovina do not belong to Bogumils
but predominantly to the Serbian Orthodox people.
Traces of other cultures are visible on some of them,
which points to the conclusion that the process of
cultural assimilation of Serbian population of Her-
zegovina, as well as the entire area of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, has been exposed to the influence of
border cultures, especially Roman Catholicism.
On the other hand, the dispersion of ste¢ak
tombstones and necropolises in the area of Tre-
binje, and its concentration in the valley of Tre-
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JMCIIep3UjU HaceJba U CTAHOBHUIIITBA, KA0 U MPHU-
MapHO]j yryheHOCTH Ha )KHBOT Y HUICKUM M PaBHHU-
YapCKUM arpapHoO BpHUjeIHHjUM MpocTopuma. To
notBplyjy Hekponone crehaka y arapuma cena:
Opaje, Koresu, Ctpyjuhu, Bennuanu, Hunepu-
Ha, [IpaueBo, Jly6spanu, Jlpujemanu, Mpkomwuhu,
I'pmsbanu, Cennapu, [Tossune, XKakoso, oOpo-
Manu, Mecapu, Jlyr, CnuBnuma, KpajkoBuhw,
Xym™, Tanexa, Yrapuu, Usapuhu, Crapo Cnano,
Knpujenosuhu, [ poemm, Panrru, [letposuhu, [o-
musbanw, [lomune, [opuna, 3romeBo, Hersujehe,
Homameso (Bokan, 1983, ctp. 121-129). Taxohe,
penaruBHO Behe KOHIIEHTpalHje HeKporoia creha-
Ka cy y arapy cena Jlomameso, Typmenara u XKa-
KOBO. Y IjenuHy, Ha noapy4jy TpeOuma Hama3u
ce 111 nekpomona ca 2406 ctehaka, o Tora cy
362 ykpareHa, a 32 umajy camo Harmuce (Njavro,
1985, ctp. 110).

bisnjica, testifies to the dispersion of settlements
and population, and the primary orientation to life
in low and lowland agrarian areas. This is con-
firmed by the necropolises of ste¢ak tombstones in
the atriums of the villages: Orasje, Kotezi, Strujici,
Veli¢ani, Cicerina, Drac¢evo, Dubljani, Drijenjani,
Mrkonji¢i, Grmljani, Sedlari, Poljice, Zakovo, Do-
bromani, Mesari, Lug, Slivnica, Krajkovi¢i, Hum,
Taleza, Ugarci, Cvariéi, Staro Slano, Zdrijeloviéi,
Grbesi, Rapti, Petrovi¢i, Gomiljani, Police, Gori-
ca, Zgonjevo, Necvijece, Domasevo (Bokan, 1983,
pp. 121-129). Also, relatively higher concentra-
tions of necropolises of ste¢ak tombstones are in
the area of the villages of Domasevo, Turmenta
and Zakovo. In total, in the area of Trebinje there
are 111 necropolises with 2406 ste¢ak tombstones,
of which 362 are decorated, and 32 have only in-
scriptions (Njavro, 1985, p. 110).

Cn. 1. Motusu Hekux ctehaka Ha noapy4jy Tpebuma — Crehuu Bennuana (JinjeBo) u crehim
JlomarieBa (aecHO)
Fig. 1. Motifs of some ste¢ak tombstones in the area of Trebinje — Stec¢ak tombstones of Veli¢ani
(left) and stecak tombstones of Domasevo (right)

YMIJECTO 3AKJbYUKA

Jlocazarima apXxeosoliKa, ETHOJIOIIKA U UCTO-
puorpadcka UCTpakuBama Ha moapy4jy Tpebuma
Kao M YKYITHOT TIPOCTOpPA jy’KHE U UCTOUYHE Xep-
1ieroBuHe, 0e3 003upa Ha CBE KOHTPOBEP3E U pas-
JUYHTE MPUCTYIC, MOTUBUCAHE Hajuerrhe monu-
THYKUM pa3iio3uMa, HeJBOCMHUCIICHO MOKa3yjy Ja
CpEIOBjEKOBHU HATPOOHU CIIOMEHUITH — CTehin
u Hekporosie ctehaka He mpunanajy 6orymuimma
Beh cprickom eTHOCy. To je cacBUM pa3yMIbHBO,
THM TIpHj€ jep Cy OBU MOHYMEHTAJIHU CIIOMEHUIIH
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INSTEAD OF A CONCLUSION

Previous archeological, ethnological and his-
toriographical research in the area of Trebinje as
well as the entire area of southern and eastern
Herzegovina, regardless of all controversies and
different approaches, motivated mostly by polit-
ical reasons, unequivocally shows that medieval
tombstones — ste¢ak tombstones and necropolises
of stec¢ak tombstones do not belong to Bogumils
but to Serbian ethnos. This is quite understandable,
especially since these monumental monuments
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MOJUTHYTH Y BPEMEHY y KOjeM CPIICKO CTaHOB-
HUILITBO U HEroBa KyJITypa YMHE OCHOBHO JIEMO-
rpa)cKo, ETHUYKO M KYJITYpPOJIOLIKO OOMIbEX]e
HUCTOYHE XepLEroBuHe. Y OPHaAMEHTHUIM HEKHUX
crehaka MOry ce MPUMHjETUTH YTHLAJH KYJIType
13 HEMOCPEIHOT OKPY>Kera, YIIIaBHOM JTyOpoBa-
YKOT MPOCTOPA.

were erected at a time when Serbian population
and its culture formed the basic demographic, eth-
nic and cultural features of eastern Herzegovina.
In the ornamentation of some ste¢ak tombstones,
the influences of culture from the immediate sur-
roundings, mainly from the Dubrovnik area, can
be noticed.
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